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NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [12.06 pm]: It was my pleasure yesterday 
morning to speak at a breakfast at the University of Western Australia launching National Road Safety Week in 
Western Australia. The keynote speaker was Associate Professor Jeremy Woolley of the University of Adelaide, 
co-author of the Review of the National Road Safety Strategy. Associate Professor Woolley challenged us to put 
road safety front and centre in our planning processes, to move from coping with road trauma to fixing it. Last 
year, 1 200 people lost their lives on the roads in Australia, and 161 were killed here in Western Australia. 
Although that was one of the lowest road tolls on record here in WA, it is still an unacceptably high number. What 
is even more concerning is that it is also out of proportion to the rest of the country. Although the number of people 
killed on our roads has slowly declined, other states have achieved much higher rates of decline. 
The purpose of National Road Safety Week is to remind us all of the price that we pay every day as a community for 
the freedom of the roads. It was conceived by Peter Frazer, the president of Safer Roads and Highways—known as 
SARAH—following the death of his daughter, Sarah, who was killed, along with a tow-truck driver, when her 
stationary vehicle, in an emergency breakdown lane, was sideswiped by a truck on the Hume Highway in New South 
Wales in 2013. Since that time, Peter Frazer has been a national voice for road safety, seeking to protect vulnerable 
road users and honour the memory of the dead and the lives of the survivors. This year, the Road Safety Commission 
has crafted twelve crosses, each representing one hundred people killed on Australian roads last year. Two of those 
crosses are yellow, representing Western Australia’s own part in this sad statistic. Members of the community are 
encouraged to take the pledge—that is to undertake to “drive so that others survive” and mark that pledge by placing 
a yellow ribbon sticker on one of the crosses. These crosses will be in Forrest Place, and then in the Bunbury Forum. 
There is also a different theme for each day of road safety week, and here in WA, we are lighting up iconic 
landmarks in yellow: Matagarup Bridge, the Bell Tower, the Sky Ribbon on Tonkin Highway, the Koombana 
footbridge in Bunbury, and Yagan Square, and placing yellow road safety stickers on 300 police vehicles around 
the state. I encourage members to take the pledge, to stand up for road safety in their communities, and above all, 
to “drive so that others survive”. 
 


	NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK
	Statement by Minister for Road Safety


